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BY ACT OF CONGRESS
Medicaid Tamper-Resistant Pad Requirement Delayed 

President George W. Bush signed legislation passed by Congress (H.R. 3667) to delay by six months
 the mandatory use of tamper-resistant prescription pads in state Medicaid programs. 

Under the requirement, which was to go into effect Oct. 1, all hand-written prescriptions for Medicaid beneficiaries.
330 million prescriptions last year--were to be written on special tamper-resistant pads. 

Congressional members approved the measure Sept. 27 that delays implementation of the 
tamper-resistant prescription pads. April 1 is the new date to comply with the law passed in late July as  part of
the U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans' Care, Katrina Recovery and Iraq Accountability Appropriations Act of 2007. 
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(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT- Section 1860D-1(b)(1)(B)(iii) of the Social Security 
     Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w-101(b)(1)(B)(iii)), as amended by 206(b) of division B of 
     the Tax Relief and Health Care Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-432), is amended by 
     striking `subparagraphs (B), (C), and (E)' and inserting `subparagraphs (B) and (C)'.
(3) EFFECTIVE DATE- The amendments made by this subsection shall take effect on 
     the day after the date of enactment of this Act.
(c) Denial of Payments for Hospital Services or Ambulatory Surgical Center Services 
     That Directly Harm Patients-
(1) IN GENERAL- Section 1862(a) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395y(a)) 
     is amended--
(A) by striking `or' at the end of paragraph (21);
(B) by striking the period at the end of paragraph (22) and inserting `; or'; and
(C) by inserting after paragraph (22) the following new paragraph:
`(23) which are inpatient or outpatient hospital services or facility services furnished 
     in an ambulatory surgical facility if in the provision of such services there occurred 
     a type of event (such as a surgical event, product or device event, patient protection 
     event, care management event, environmental event, or criminal event) which the 
     Secretary has determined, based on a consensus process involving clinicians, 
     quality experts, health care providers, and patients, which should never occur.'.
(2) POTENTIAL APPLICATION OF NQF `NEVER EVENTS' LISTS- Nothing in 
     section 1862(a)(23) of the Social Security Act, as inserted by paragraph (1), 
     shall be construed as preventing the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
     from applying all (or a subset of) the events that are listed and endorsed as 
   `serious reportable events' (also known as `never events)' by the National Quality 
     Forum as of November 16, 2006, (or such subsequent, revised list of such events issued 
     by such Forum as the Secretary may specify) as events described in such section.
(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS-
(A) Section 1834(j)(4)(C) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395m(j)(4)©)   
     is amended by striking `or 1862(a)(23)' after `1862(a)(1)'.
(B) Section 1842(l) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1395u(l)) is amended--
(i) in paragraph (1)(A)(iii)--
(I) by striking `or (II)' and inserting `, (II)'; and
(II) by inserting `, or (III) payment under this title is denied under section 1862(a)(23)' 
     after `section 1154(a)(1)(B)'; and
(ii) in paragraph (2), by inserting `or 1862(a)(23)' after `1862(a)(1)'.
(C) Section 1866(a)(1)(K) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1395cc(a)(1)(K)) is amended by 
     inserting `or is denied under section 1862(a)(23)' after `1154(a)(1)(B)'.
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